
Bringing live sacred music-making back to Hampstead Parish Church,     
safely and joyfully every Monday. Seventeen weeks of Bach Cantatas,  

Handel large-scale works, Sacred Meditations, and Song. Socially-distanced 
in-person audiences, and live streamed on all social media platforms.

Event Sixteen: Sacred Song Recital 

WINGS AS DRIFTED SNOW

Monday 14th December 2020, 7-8pm 



‘Wings as drifted snow’
Catherine Backhouse - mezzo soprano

Peter Foggitt - piano/organ
Jam Orrell - viola

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)  Bereite dich Zion from Weihnachts-Oratorium   

Max Reger (1873-1916)  Zwei Geistliches Lieder Op.105
1. Ich sehe dich in tausend Bildern
2. Meine Seele ist still zu Gott

Edmund Rubbra (1901-1986)  Two Sonnets by William Alabaster  
1. Upon the Crucifix
2. On the Reed of our Lord’s Passion

Richard Wagner (1813-1883)  Der Engel from Wesendonck Lieder

Liza Lehmann (1862-1918)  Evensong  

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)  Geistliches Wiegenlied from Zwei Gesange Op.91 

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)  from Suite for Viola 
2. Carol
3. Christmas Dance

Cécile Chaminade (1857-1944)  Le Noel des oiseaux

Edvard Grieg (1843-1907)  Jules Vuggesang

Peter Warlock (1894-1930)  Bethlehem Down

Traditional arranged John McLeod (b1934)  The Angel Gabriel
        Ding Dong! Merrily on High



Translations 

Ich sehe dich
I see you in a thousand images, 
Mary, sweetly portrayed, 
but none of them can express 
how my soul envisions you. 
All I know is that the turmoil of the world 
vanishes like a dream, 
and an inexpressibly sweet heaven 
is eternally in my mind.

Meine Seele ist still zu Gott
(from Psalm 62)
My soul waits on the Lord, 
from whence comes my help. 
He is my only rock and my defence. 
I shall not be greatly moved.
Trust in him at all times; 
pour out your heart before him. 
God is a refuge for us.

Bereite dich Zion
Now my dearest Bridegroom,
now the hero from David’s line
for the comfort, for the salvation of the earth will at last be born.
Now the star out of Jacob will shine,
its light already breaks forth.
Arise, Zion, and abandon your weeping,
your felicity soars heavenward. 

Prepare yourself Zion with tender affections
to see your dearest, your beloved, near you soon.
Your cheeks must now glow more radiantly,
hurry to eagerly love the Bridegroom.

Immaculate Heart of Mary by Pietro Annigoni



Upon the Crucifix
Now I have found thee I will evermore
Embrace this standard where thou sitts above,
Feed greedie eyes, and from hence never rove;
Sucke hungrie Soule of this eternall store;
Issue my hart from thie two leaved dore,
And lett my lippes from kissinge not remove.

O thatt I weare transformed into love,
And as a plant might springe upon this flower,
Like wand’ring Ivy or sweete honiesuckle:
How would I with my twine about it buckle,
And kiss his feet with my ambitious boughes,
And clyme along uppon his sacred breast,
And make a garland for his wounded browes:
Lord soe I am, if heare my thoughts may rest.

On the Reed of our Lord’s Passions
Long tyme nath Christ (long tyme I must confesse)
Held me a hollowe Reede within his hande,
That merited in Hell to make a brande
had not his grace supplied mine emptines.

Oft time with languor and newfangleness
Had I bene borne awaye like sifted sande,
When Sinn and Sathan gott the upper hande,
But that his stedfast mercie did mee blesse.
Still let mee growe upon that livinge lande,
Within that wounde which iron did impresse,
And made a springe of bloud flowe from thie hand:
Then will I gather sapp, and rise,
and stand that all that see this wonder maye expresse
Upon this grounde how well growes barrennes.



Der Engel 
In the early days of childhood
I often heard that there were angels
who would exchange the sublime bliss of heaven
for the sun of earth:
that, when a sorrowful heart timidly
languishes, hidden from the world,
that, when it is silently bleeding to death,
and pining away in streams of tears,
that, when its prayer ardently
entreats only for salvation,
then the angel floats downward,
and lifts it gently toward heaven.
Yes, even for me an angel descended,
and on shining plumage
he now carries my spirit
far from every sorrow, heavenward!



Geistliches Wiegenlied
 You who hover
 Around these palms
 In night and wind,
 You holy angels,
 Silence the treetops,
 My child is sleeping.

 You palms of Bethlehem
 In the roaring wind,
 How can you today 
 Bluster so angrily!
 O roar not so!
 Be still, bow softly and gently;
 Silence the treetops!
 My child is sleeping.

The child of heaven
Endures the discomfort,
Oh, how tired he has become
Of earthly sorrow.
Oh, now in sleep gently softened,
His pain fades
Silence the treetops!
My child is sleeping.

Fierce cold comes rushing,
How shall I cover
The little child's limbs?
O all you angels,

 

 You winged ones
 Wandering in the wind.
 Silence the treetops!
 My child is sleeping.

Le Noel des oiseaux
Little Jesus, Master of Heaven,
May the Angels who sing ‘Noel’
Watch beneath their winged whiteness,
So come, come then for the little birds shivering at the 
frozen water’s edge

You gentlefolk passing by the way,
Rosaries in hand,
Your souls have ‘Hail Marys’ for wings,
Pray, pray for the little birds
Whose bones, so fragile, the snow has soaked through.

You sonorous bells of sweet sound,
Who for Midnight Mass 
Resound nimbly through the air,
Ring, ring for the little birds
Their nests, brothers to fragile cradles. 
 
Beautiful angels, our winged brothers,
Who fly about the cradle,
You whom God sends to Earth,
Bring joy, bring joy to the little birds 
Shivering among the reeds.



Julens Vuggesang
You have as soft a cradle, my boy, as any little prince, 
Therefore I remind you that your Saviour’s bed was a manger.

Your cradle is wide, it has a quilt and is softened with pretty silken sheets,
Therefore I want you to remember that your Saviour’s was made with only straw.

Your cradle rocks with ease and your Mother’s foot is never tired,
Therefore I want you to remember that your Saviour’s bed stood still.

It stood on soil and could not rock, with no down or silk covers,
So I beg you to take him and cradle him in your soft mind.



Jam Orrell studied at the Royal Academy of Music, where she 
learnt with Jane Rogers. Before this, she studied Music at St 
Catherine’s College, Oxford. During her time there, she was the 
Senior Repetiteur Scholar for New Chamber Opera Company 
and sang in the chamber choir Schola Cantorum of Oxford.

As a historical violist, Jam has performed with groups such as 
Early Opera Company, The English Concert, Florilegium, La 
Nuova Musica, and Oxford Bach Soloists. She is a graduate of 
the Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment Experience Scheme 
and is a former Britten-Pears Young Artist. Jam is currently 
applying for PhD programmes; her research interests include 
the philosophy of the body, pop music, and gender musicology. 
Jam currently spends most of her days knitting and is learning 
how to make her own clothes. 

Catherine Backhouse became a cathedral chorister in 
Edinburgh at the age of eight and has loved singing ever since. 
She performs a lot of opera these days but evensongs at 
Hampstead have a special place in her heart, connecting back to 
that early discovery of the wonderful choral repertoire and the 
magic of singing in a beautiful church. Recording weekly videos 
for the church’s online services was the only singing she had to 
do during lockdown and she is very grateful to have had that 
purpose and to be part of such a lovely choir and church 
community. 
 
http://catherinebackhouse.co.uk

Performer Biographies

http://catherinebackhouse.co.uk/


Peter Foggitt has been the Director of Music at Hampstead Parish 
Church since January 2018.  He is a conductor, composer, pianist, and 
organist. He made his BBC Radio 3 debut at 21, playing Rachmaninov's 
third concerto; he has won several competitions for solo and collaborative 
piano - including the Kathleen Ferrier Award and the Croydon Concerto 
Competition - and was a finalist in the 2017 St Albans International Organ 
Improvisation Competition. Recent recital venues include Wigmore Hall, 
St John's Smith Square, and Leiston Abbey; future engagements include 
the complete Well-Tempered Clavier. Peter's music has been commissioned 
and performed by artists including Angela Hewitt, the Choirs of St Paul's, 
Chichester, Manchester and Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedrals, Dame 
Shirley Bassey, opera companies and choral societies; Handel-inspired 
opera Pale Shadows was made into a feature film in 2013. Two albums of 
his solo vocal music, including settings of Spenser's Amoretti for 
countertenor and piano, and of the Keats Odes, are due for release next 
year. Peter's career as a conductor began as Chorus Master at the Royal 
Danish Opera, and has since involved performances with his own octet, 
Cries of London, at concert halls and festivals around the UK. Recent 
engagements have included working as Assistant Conductor at the Royal 
Opera House (4:48 Psychosis), and in the first opera at Latitude Festival, 
Cautionary Tales; last year, he conducted the recent release - Ablaze with 
Light - of William Petter's choral music (5* The Guardian). He teaches 
conducting at the University of Durham, and works as a vocal coach 
preparing soloists for appearances with all the principal opera companies 
and early music ensembles. Peter is Director of Music in Chapel at St 
John's College, Durham, Director of Music at Hampstead Parish Church, 
and Musical Director of Orlando Chamber Choir. Peter read for the BA as 
a Choral Scholar at King's College, Cambridge, and undertook further 
study at Trinity College of Music and the Guildhall School of Music and 
Drama. He is currently the Radcliffe Scholar (doctoral) in composition at 
the University of Durham.



NEXT WEEK

EVENT SEVENTEEN: HANDEL'S MESSIAH
21st December, 7-10pm, Live from Hampstead Parish Church 

We conclude our inaugural season with 

Handel's best-known and most beloved work.

BECOME A FRIEND OF THE COLLECTIVE
We're a friendly bunch, and we'd love you to share in our Collective 

endeavours. For just £50, you can gain access to exclusive digital content, as 
well as our profound Collective gratitude! 

https://www.thehampsteadcollective.com/become-a-friend-of -the-collective

hampsteadcollective@gmail.com

If  you develop any symptoms of  Coronavirus within 14 days of  attending Hampstead Parish 
Church, you should refer to www.nhs.uk or call 111 for advice on getting tested. In the event 
of  testing positive, you must inform the NHS Test and Trace service of  your attendance at 
Hampstead Parish Church.

https://www.thehampsteadcollective.com/become-a-friend-of-the-collective
http://www.nhs.uk/

